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San Diego 

A man who identified him- 
self as a former operittvijraf 
the Central intellfgtace 
Agency said yestertfiky &at 
' when he resigned in 1959fiftj 
Post Office Department was 
. covertly assisting the CIA in 
Intercepting and copying the 
mall of U.S. citizens. 

Melvin Crain. 53, a profes- 
sor of political Science at 
San Diego State University, 
said CIA officials nvolved in 
the “mail tapping” acknowl- 
edged to him that it was an 
illegal and unconstitutional 
invasion of the National Se- 
curity Act of 19*7, which 
created the intelligence 
•Ssncy. ... 

He said his colleagues jus- 
tified the operation, how- 
ever, as being necessary to 
“achieve our mission” of 
safeguarding American se- 
eurity against the Soviet Un- 
ion. 

A Spookesman for the Post- 
al Service in Washington, 
Jamison Cain,- defied that 
the -service “has ever or is 
now” involved in opening 
the private mail of Ameri- . 
caa .citizens. 

Hie Post Office’s alleged 
screening of letters written 
by Americans, mostly to rel- 
atives or friends in the Sovi- 
et Union, was said to have 
started in the summer of 
1958 during the second term 
of the Eisenhower Adminis- 
tration. 

, According to Crain’s ac- 
count, Si* post office depart- 
ment set up areas inpostbf- 
fices in New York City and 
Nsw Orleans, staffed by ipe 
, eisl ’cleared [wrwMroel 
where special equipment 
- was used to open, copy and 
; reseal letters from Amen- 
l cans about whom the CIA 
: sought information. 

“The surreptitous opening 
i of U S- mail was the last 
i straw for me.” said Crain, 
resigned from the CIA 


id tie first !earn°d 

file nun! surveillance jax- 
Htd out in *>xtraonim. ty 

erecy under an arranges, e,.i. 
*m»ng the CIA, the post of- 
fice dpartment and the 
FBI. ' 

A C IA spokesman m 
Washington declined to com- 
ment on whether Crain ever 
worked for . the agency or on 
whether such mail opening 
was carried out. 

Crain, wfto Said h-= mined 
*e CIAIulsptobniber. tost, 

said the agency gave him a 
“Staff i clearance— -a 

persensi ive security clear- 
ance — m November ,1958, 
that made : . . are. of the 

highly secret mail intercep-; 
tions, 'thereafter, hesaid his 
office read about, six inter- 
cepted letters from Ameri- 
cans each day. 

Most of the letters were in- 
English. to friends and rela- 
tives- in the Soviet Union. 
Crain said. 

Crain said he had carried ' 
his complaint to his superi- 
or. Richard Bissell, .deputy 
director of the CIA’s’ office 
of plans, “who said he was 
surprised and shocked and 
would take steps to end the 
mail surveillance, but noth- 
ing happened.” 

Crain said that in May, 
ulations, he went outsidet he 
agency and consulted Dean 
Acheson, then in private law 
practice in Wasliington after 
serving as scpcretarv of 
State in the Truman admin- 
istration. 

He went to Acheson. he 
said, because he believed 
Acheson had extensive influ- 
ence with members of the 
Eisenhower administration. 

“But Acheson smd dis- 
intrested and impatient 
during our interview. He 
said he would make a few 
phone calls to see what 
could be done. But he never 
got in touch with me and I 
never tried to see him 
again.” . 
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